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We are so happy to be back in session this fall, reuniting with stu-

dents we’ve missed and becoming acquainted with our new stu-

dents! It’s also a pleasure to watch the children acclimate so quick-

ly to new teachers, routines, and classmates!  We’ve made a con-

certed effort to enhance our Responsive Classroom practices that 

help nurture the children as they adjust to changes during the first 

six weeks of school. Additionally, this year, all of our instructional 

staff will collaborate in professional development sessions to en-

hance positive school climate, practice using encouraging lan-

guage, logical consequences, and positive/restorative discipline 

practices. We will continue to improve our focus on recognizing our 

students’ good citizenship and caring behaviors.  

During the first week, our PTO volunteers assisted us as we orient-

ed our full-day kindergarten students to our arrival, lunchroom, and 

dismissal procedures!  We are grateful for the devoted PTO par-

ents who work alongside our staff to assist the children. Additional-

ly, we thank our PTO Co-Presidents, Mrs. Tammy Spurgeon and 

Mrs. Trish Hagerty for proactively coordinating all volunteers to 

start our school year! 

Over the summer, school improvements included the painting res-

toration of all of our hallway walls, installation of new bulletin 

boards, landscaping, and finally the demolition of the old portable 

classrooms! The increase in numbers of students attending the 

YMCA Kids Korner and our Aramark breakfast program is encour-

aging.  Please note that breakfast is served in our cafeteria be-

tween 8:40 – 9:00, as students arrive. Our Point of Sale system al-

lows families to deposit money into their child’s account for lunch 

and/or milk purchases by using their credit as they tap their private 

code into the accounting system. Students have enjoyed Aramark’s 

nutritional breakfast and lunch choices; they may purchase full 

lunches or milk only (when a child brings a lunch from home).   

Upcoming Dates 

09/28,09/29,09/30~ PTO Book 
fair 

09/30~ PTO Book Fair Family 
Night  5pm Room 205 

10/09~1/2 day Professional De-
velopment 

10/12~  No School/Columbus 
Day 

10/15 ~ 7:00 BOE Mtg. H.S. Café  

10/15~ PTO Mtg 7:00 Rm 205 

10/31~ Project Safe Halloween 

11/3 ~ Election Day School 
Closed 

11/10 ~ 7:00 BOE Mtg. H.S. Café 

11/19 ~ 7:00 PTO Mtg. ES Rm 
205 

11/25 ~ Early Dismissal 

11/26 & 11/27~ Thanksgiving  
School Closed  

11/30—12/04~PTO Holiday Fair, 
Gym  

 



 

 

Please see our monthly menus for breakfast and lunch choices. Also, please provide your 

child with a snack as each classroom has a designated snack time during the day. 

The activities within our community’s Family Resource Center (located in our early childhood 

wing) have been educationally engaging for the very small children, including those partici-

pating in special baby classes, with their loved ones. This resource center has been a great 

success and lots of fun for attending families! Please consider joining any of their activities 

as soon as you are able to come to our school for a session! 

As many families know, we are careful during dismissal to ensure that students are safely 

connected with those picking up their child. Supervising adults are stationed in our cafeteria, 

where students are signed out, to help facilitate the dismissal process, starting at 3:15/3:20 

on regularly scheduled school days (1:15/1:20 on scheduled early dismissals). 

Please note that supervising staff members are not available prior to 8:40 each morning to 

supervise students who may be dropped off at school to wait in our school lobby. When stu-

dents are brought to school by their families, rather than by bus, please be certain to adhere 

to the following safety procedures if you drop off your child to walk with the crossing guard: 

 Please allow students to open the passenger side door only as you quickly drop off the 

child(ren) 

 Allow them to close the door to the vehicle, without the driver leaving the seat. Please do 

not get out of your vehicle in the student drop off section in front of the crosswalk 

 Please be cognizant of those that will drive past the driver’s side of your vehicle  

 If any driver has to leave the car to help children exit the vehicle, please pull the vehicle 

off to the far right, behind parked cars or into a parking space 

Please join us in welcoming the following new staff and those with new assignments: Kelsea 

Burkhardt/preschool teacher, Joan Bostrom/para, Lindie Cambi/Integrated Technology para, 

Lisa Chlebowski/Library/Media Specialist, Trish Distefano/cafeteria monitor, Bob Holmgren/

hall and cafeteria monitor, Kayla Kaan/3rd gr. teacher, Meg Lettieri/Reading Specialist, 

Melinda Nuzzo/para, Karen Sweet/para, Cheryl Wash/para, Nicole Weaver/para, and Liana 

Lilburn/special educator and Lead Teacher. Liana’s experience with early childhood, social/

emotional development, and behavior management is invaluable. We will develop specific 

procedures to support student success through positive behavior interventions ~ PBIS ~ and 

as we work closely with families.  

 

The “uniqueness” of each school day requires our undivided attention and we appreciate the 

support of our families and parent volunteers!  We believe that ongoing communication be-

tween home and school is essential to each student’s success. Please advise us of any 

changes that may hinder a student’s ability to sustain attention or cope well, before difficult 

situations arise.  
 

Thank you for all you’ve done to prepare our students for a great beginning to this school 

year! As always, we share pride in this special school community and, on behalf of the staff, 

we thank you for your support, encouragement, and involvement whenever possible. 


